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Essex, maritime co, In the s.e. of England,
between the Stour and the Thames. The
coast is deeply indented by the river estuaries,
Agriculture and stock-feeding are the principal
occupations, and large quantities of fruit and
vegetables are grown for the London markets.
The Colne oyster fishery is very important.
Several of the coast places are favorite seaside
resorts, and the port of Harwich has great
Continental traffic; p. 1,062,000.

Essex, Earl of, a title borne by six different
families in English history, The Mandeville,
the Bourchier, the Cromwell, family, one of
whom, Thomas, was created earl in 1540.
Shortly after his execution, another family,
that of the Parr, the Devereux, and the Capel.

Essex, Robert Devereux, second Earl of
(1567-1601), son of Walter, first Earl of Essex,
appeared at court in 1584, later becoming one
of the chief favorites of Queen Elizabeth. He
took part in Drake's expedition to Portugal,
commanded an expedition to Normandy, and
the expedition to the Azores known as 'the
islands voyage.7 In 1599 he became lord-
deputy of Ireland. Falling into disgrace
through his proceedings there, he made his
position worse by foolishly attempting to ex-
cite (1601) a riot in London. He was tried,
Bacon being the prosecutor, and condemned
to death; and, after some hesitation on the
queen's part, he was executed. See Devereux Js
Lives of the Earls of Essex (1853); Abbott's
Bacon and Essex (1877); Strachey's Elizabeth
and Essex.

Essex Junto, a name applied by John Han-
cock in 1781 to a group of men mostly resident
in Essex co., Mass., who from this time until
the adoption of the Federal Constitution
(1789) advocated a stronger central govern-
ment, primarily as a safeguard for vested busi-
ness interests. See Lodge, Life and Letters of
George Cabot (1878).

Esslingen, town, province Neckar, Wiir-
temberg, Germany, manufactures machinery,
cottons, lithographs, tin wares, wooden wares,
etc. The town is famous for its wine and fruit.
It possesses several old churches, including the
Church of Our Lady (1324-1420), a 15th-
century town hall, and an old citadel; p. 38,120.

Est, Canal de 1% canal, 285 m. in length,
begins at Givet, on the Belgian frontier, n.e.
of France, and follows the valley of the Meuse
s.e. through the deps. of Ardennes and Meuse
until joined by the Canal de la Marne au
Rhin. It then turns e. to Toul, after which it
follows the valley of the Moselle in a s.e.
direction through the deps. of Meurthe and
Moselle. Northwest of Epinal it leaves the

Moselle, taking a s.w. direction to the Sadne
valley, which it traverses to Port-sur-Sa6ne,
in the dep. of Haute-Sa6ne.
Estate. A term sometimes used to designate
a political class. In the early Middle Ages
political power was exercised mainly by the
nobles and the clergy. Toward the close of
the mediaeval period, a third class or estate,
the freemen of the self-governing towns, arose
to claim a share in government; and early
parliaments and representative assemblies
were composed of these three estates. With
the expansion of trade and industry, and the
increasing dependence of government upon
the monied classes, the power of the third
estate augmented until, eventually, this class
became virtually supreme, in England after
the Revolution of 1688; in France after the
French Revolution. The unskilled laborers in
the towns and the small peasants in the coun-
try, are often called the fourth estate, espe-
cially in socialistic writings.
Estates. In law, the quantity, nature, or
extent of interests in real and personal prop-
erty. Estates in land are classified according-
to the nature of the interest into estates of
freehold, and estates less than freehold. Free-
hold estates include ownership in fee simple,
fees tail or conditional fees, and life estates.
Estates less than freehold include estates for
years and the very limited interests of tenants
at will, and by sufferance. An estate in fee
simple implies absolute ownership without re-
strictions, and such an estate descends to the
owner's heirs if he dies intestate. A fee-tail is
an estate which can only descend to a certain
class of heirs, as to the owner's male heirs.
In most of the United States, estates tail have
been abolished.
Estates may be determined, or enlarged, by
virtue of conditions inserted in the conveyance.
The ownership of property may be vested in
several persons, and their interests may be in
common hi joint tenancy, in coparcenary, by
the entirety, according to the source and nature
of their estates. An estate at will is, as the
name indicates, one dependent upon the will
of the landlord or owner* Very few of these
exist to-day. An estate at sufferance implies
a holding over by a tenant after his term
has expired, but by statute to-day he may
usually be held for another term of the same
length. See DOWER; REVERSION; REMAIN-
DER; LANDLORD AND TENANT.
Este, House of, an ancient N. Italian fam-
ily,- possessing fiefs in the districts of Padua,
Ferrara, and the Polesin of Rovigo, Muratori
traces them back to the early part of the loth